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Excerpt from a letter to:

Office of H. H. the Dalai Lama

April 13th, 2006

The Committee of Western Nuns (CWN) has gathered in Sravasti Abbey (near Spokane/ USA) from March 16-19, to review and respond to two research papers written by the DRC that contained questions on the procedures of bhiksuni ordination and details on the Dharmagupta bhiksuni lineage. This lineage is presently practised in the Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese Buddhist traditions by about 58.000 bhiksunis worldwide.

Attached please find:

1. Main paper (11 pages): „Research Regarding  Bhiksuni Ordination: A Response to “Necessary Research Regarding the Lineage of Bhiksuni Vinaya“ by the Committee of Western Bhiksunis. 

2. Book on the Chinese Dharmagupta Bhiksu lineage and resp. biographies starting from the time of Buddha Sakya​muni to 18th cent. Chinese title: Lu-tsung t’e-pu; The Lineage of the Vinaya School; compiled by Yuan-liang (Ching Dynasty), Hsin-wen-fong Publ., Taipei, 1987. Fa-kuang Library no. 002978. English translation of the Table of Contents attached.

3. Book on the Chinese Dharmagupta Bhiksuni lineage. This traces the Dharmagupta bhiksuni lineage from the present day back to Bhiksuni Ching Chien (Jing-jian; ordained in 357 C.E. by bhiksus only) and Bhiksuni Hui-kuo (Hui-guo) and others ordained by a Chinese Bhiksu Sangha leaded by Ven. Sangavarman and a Singhalese Bhiksuni Sangha leaded by Ven. Devasara (Pali. Tessara, Chin. Tieh-so-lo) in 434 C.E. (It contains TWO TEXTS as follows: Chinese title: /Pi-chiu-ni chuan-shu/; /Complete Records of the Biographies of Bhiksunis/; Fo-chiao Publ., Taipei, 1988. Fa-kuang Library no. 10620: 1. Pi-chiu-ni chuan (Biographies of Bhiksunis), compiled by Pao-chiang (sixth century); 2. Hsu Pi-chiu-ni chuan (The Sequel Biographies of Bhiksunis) compiled by Chen-hua (1911-). English translation of the two Tables of Contents attached.

4. Records of dual ordination in China (434-1667 C.E.).

5. Record of the dual ordination in China (1657 C.E.).

6. Document on dual ordinations dated 1667 and 1703.

7. Copy of an old Vinaya drawing that depicts how to arrange the ordination platforms separate for bhiksus and bhiksunis.

8. List of ordination platforms established by Government and private monasteries (667-1779).

9. List of dual ordinations organized in modern Taiwan since 1970.

10. Ordination rites of siksamanas and bhiksunis according to Chinese Mulasarvastivada Vinaya.

11. Ordination rites of sramanerikas, siksamanas and bhiksunis according to Chinese Dharma​gupta Vinaya.

12. Ordination of Nuns (bhikkhunis) by monks (bhikkhus). Translation from the Pali Vinaya by Bhikkhu Sujato.

13. The rite of the Bhiksuni ordination from the Sanskrit Mulasarvastivada Vinaya published by C. M. Ridding and Louis de la Vallée Poussin, “A Fragment of the Sanskrit Vinaya. Bhiksunikarmavacana,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies 1:3(1920) 123-43.

14. Transliteration into Roman script of the Sanskrit Mulasarvastivada Bhiksuni ordination rite (Bhiksunikarmavacana): Michael Schmidt, “Bhiksuni-Karmavacana. Die Handschrift Sansk. c.25(R) der Bodlein Library Oxford,” in Studien zur Indologie und Buddhismuskunde. Festgabe des Seminars für Indologie und Buddhismuskunde für Prof. Dr. Heinz Bechert zum 60. Geburtstag am 26. Juni 1992 (Bonn: Indica et Tibetica, 1993, pp. 239-88).

15. Article that documents that the Sanskrit Bhiksunikarmavacana (Sanskrit ms. c.25(R) of Bodlein Library Oxford) belongs to the Mulasarvastivada school and not to the Sarvastivada school as assumed in 1920. Michael Schmidt, “Zur Schulzugehörigkeit einer nepalesischen Handschrift der Bhikshuni-Karmavacana,” in Untersuchungen zur buddhistischen Literatur (Sanskrit-Wörterbuch der buddhistischen Texte aus den Turfan-Funden, Beiheft 5) (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1994).

16. Complete list of the references for the eight gurudharmas in the different renditions of the Vinaya and a table of their different order and deviations in: JinLi Chung, “Gurudharma und Astau Gurudharmah,” Indo-Iranian Journal 42 (1999), pp. 227-34.

